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When it comes to fence-mending exercises, this one was right up there. 
Former PM John Howard was at The Australia Club in Sydney on 
Thursday evening to honour another, Tony Abbott, not so long after their 
friendship hit the rocks in the wake of Malcolm Turnbull's successful 
leadership challenge in September. 


The member for Warringah and the former member for Bennelong had 
dinner with 20 of the former's closest supporters, friends and allies, and 
almost half of them were from News Corp, including the company's co- 
chairman Lachlan Murdoch, Daily 

Telegraph editor Paul "Boris" Whittaker, and columnists Paul 
Kelly, Greg Sheridan, Piers Akerman and Andrew Bolt. 


Presumably from his iPhone in a discreet toilet cubicle, Bolt managed to 
conduct a live interview, halfway into the "very special dinner", with Steve 
Price on radio 2GB, in which he lamented the lack of muscular 
Churchillian figures on the world stage now that Abbott had been turfed out 
and replaced by a "Chamberlain". 


Also present at the wake were Abbott's former business adviser Maurice 
Newman, federal Liberal Party president Richard Alston, outgoing 
federal director Brian Loughnane and his wife Peta Credlin- the only 
other woman at the table besides Abbott's publisher Louise Adler. 


The Friday before, Joe Hockey hosted a thank you dinner for Abbott, 
Immigration Minister Peter Dutton, Resources Minister Josh 
Frydenberg, International Development Minister Steve Ciobo, Cities 
Minister Jamie Briggs (and their partners) at Chez Hockey on leafy 
Struggle Street, Woolwich. 
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